Salinas Union High School District

Students Policy #5145

CIVIL AND LEGAL RIGHTS

Schools are for students. Schools reflect the ¢idmed philosophy of the community served.
Parents, school staff, and students are in puséwat common goal, a program preparing the
participants for full, active, responsible partatipn in the community throughout their lives.

Such a program implies an appreciation for whatgnaseded us, an understanding of who and
where we are, and the opportunity to exercise mints and assume our responsibilities in
participating in the determination of the communityirection.

Such a program promotes individual freedom, respiitys and productive citizenship, as well
as recognizes the rights and the standards obthenanity.

Such a program protects an individual through atrenhs upon the rights of others by living up
to the guarantees of the U. S. Constitution andktlue of the state.

Personal or public irresponsibility, anarchy, aslence have no place in American democracy;
neither do the extremes of regimentation and aitién@anism.

1. School boards are legally responsible for titebishment of school policy, and every effort
should be extended to include in the formulationscifiool policy consideration for the
developing maturity of the student. Concomitanpoesibilities flow from the exercise of
rights and privileges. Among these are:

Respect for oneself

Respect for others and their rights

Respect for individual dignity

Respect for legally constituted authority arelldgal responsibility of those in authority

ocooo

2. All rules and regulations to maintain the preceSeducation must be common knowledge.
Orientation programs and free student handbookslghmovide this information in clear
and understandable language. Any changes shouwddaty publicized in print in both
school and community media, and no regulations ldhtwe summarily drafted and
enforced.

3. The Board, certificated staff, and student gowents should work cooperatively within the
limitations prescribed by law in the establishmehtthese regulations. The amending,
appeal, and student referenda and recall proctsste establishment and enforcement of
these rules should be clearly defined and maddabi@ito all interested and affected
parties.

4. Students must be free to establish and shoulénoeuraged to participate in student
governments that provide all students, throughpaesentative system, a voice in school
affairs.

Page 1 of 2. Adopted: May 24, 2005
All Rights Reserved by SUHSD. SUHSD: 11/81



Salinas Union High School District

Students Policy #5145

CIVIL AND LEGAL RIGHTS

5.

Schools are for students, and students shouldvblred in the educational process in their
schools. Certificated staff members should sadicitient suggestions and recommendations
concerning curricular offerings. Curriculum offeggin local schools should met the needs
and interests of all students.

Freedom of speech is guaranteed to all citiz&md,students must be allowed to exercise
their constitutionally protected rights of freeesph, petition, and assembly as long as they
do not interfere with the educational process.5t#5.2 - Freedom of Speech/Expression)

a. Materials presented to students should be mldéwathe course and appropriate to the
maturity level and intellectual ability of the sams. Students should have the
opportunity to investigate different views relatedtopics and materials introduced or
presented. Teachers should, at all times, stoy@dmote tolerance for the views and
opinions of others and for the rights of individutd form and hold differing views and
opinions. The teachers should further be resplenstbpermit the expression of the
views and opinions of others and to encourage stad® examine, evaluate, and
synthesize all available information about suchc®pnd materials.

b. School newspapers, yearbooks, literary magazaeres other publications should be
guaranteed the right of freedom of the press, stlige the existing laws of libel,
obscenity and public safety. As learning expegenaithin the school, the staff should
have qualified advisers and should seek the higpabtication standards. Other
non-school sponsored student publications shouldutiected to locally determined
procedures for distribution on school premises. f. @145.2 - Freedom of
Speech/Expression)

Students should be allowed the use of schoditifes for school sponsored extracurricular
activities and should be encouraged to participatdhese, including clubs, recreational
events, and other such related activities. Thetates must be scheduled in keeping with
normal Board policy and provide for supervisionadag to school rules.

Students have a right to an education and toethwlity of educational opportunity.
Disciplinary measures that deprive him/her of tight should be utilized only in extreme
cases. Disciplinary actions of administrators tadhers should be fair and consistent in alll
cases and resorted to only when the student, lyehisonduct, reveals his/her inability to
recognize the rights of others. (cf. 5144 - Susipearisxpulsion)

Schools shall establish a clearly defined proaeébr the consideration of student problems
and the processing student complaints.
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