Adult Education Week
Adult schools around the state of
California
celebrated
Adult
Education Week April 9-13. The
week began with Legislative Day
where students and staff of adult
schools marched at the state
Capitol in Sacramento and met
with legislators to help them to
know the importance of supporting
adult schools especially through
funding.
They
showed
how
education of adults is essential for
strong families and communities.
According the the California
Council
for
Adult Education
(CCAE), adult schools give job
skills, education
and hope to
people
in
poverty,
immigrants, the
homeless, and
people who often cannot access
any other education.
● About 6 million California
adults do not have at least a
high school diploma

● Over one-quarter of
America’s non-English
speakers live in California
● 30,000 California inmates
have been released over the
past few years and
● 80% of inmates have not
finished high school
● A person with a high school
diploma earns an average of
$9,620 more per year than
a non-graduate, and saves
taxpayers $292,000 over the
course of their lifetime

Statistics from ccaestate.org

Schools in California also had
several events to celebrate our
students, schools, and
contributions to the people in our
state. Our 100th anniversary
celebration was on Thursday, April
12 and is featured in this edition of
Our News.

Adult Schools in California

programs. Depending on the school, different
courses are offered.

There are around 400 adult schools just in
California, and more than 1.2 million
students served per year in these schools.

Below are some of the main programs that
most adult schools offer:

In Adult Schools, there are many programs
and courses directed to adults of all ages
regardless of their social status, or if they are
a recent immigrant, or have any disability.
Adult schools have programs
everybody, but in particular:

to

help

These schools trained all of the adult
students who want to reach their
professional or personal goals like to
continue their education, to help their
children in school, or prepare to start a
career or get a job training.
Most programs and courses offered by adult
schools are free or very low cost so the
purpose of these schools is for everybody to
have the same opportunities to study and
prepare to access the job market.
Most adult schools offer many programs and
courses; however not all offer the same

for education due to the recession. As time went
by, everything started getting better at school as
they started getting the funds again and as a result
they added more classes. “We were reduced back
then, but now we’re starting to rebuild. Therefore,
now we are adding more classes”, said Mr.
Lawson.
Thanks to adult schools, all the adults that
want to study these kind of programs can do
it by just enrolling with their names.
These schools allow students to complete
their learning stages on different schedules
to make adults feel comfortable and
complete their studies on their own time.
By Maria Martin

Tom Lawson and Changes in Adult
Education in the Last Two Decades
Mr. Lawson is one of the most emblematic
persons in SAS. He is married and lives in Pacific
Grove with his wife. He started working here in
2000. He began working as a part-time evening
teacher. During the next year he became a
full-time teacher. Now he has many
responsibilities in this institution such as ESL
PROGRAM
SPECIALIST
and
DATA
SYSTEMS to name two of the most important
programs. He gives orientation to new students,
helps teachers with lesson planning, ordering
books and materials and in many other ways.
When Mr. Lawson started to work here, the
school was bigger than
now,
(about
20,000
students) and they had
over 20 locations where
they taught English. He
stated that two big
processes changed adult
education during this
time. The first change
was the fund reduction

There have been changes from the previous years.
Mr. Lawson told me, the program was not being
accurate because there were too many students to
track in the reporting system. “Now we have to
be a lot of better in reporting student’s success”
explained Mr. Lawson
while he talked about how
the school is helping
students get better jobs and
helping
unemployed
students get ready for college or training
programs to find better paying jobs.“We are
really trying to find out from students what
they’re doing and what they need and how we
can help them reach their goals”, he emphasized.
Mr. Lawson thinks the changes are good. He is
happy to see that we are serving more students
now. In his own words, “It’s always satisfying
for him to serve new students, and see that in
every orientation two or three students are new.
That’s really good
because
the program
continues to grow.
Mr. Lawson will retire at the end of this year. “I
really enjoy doing my job. There have been a lot
of challenges, but I am really grateful that I was
given this opportunity”.
By Maribel Perez

Salinas Adult School
The progress and evolution of SAS
growth with Corinne Price

“NEVER GIVE UP”
"Never give up even if you are a foreign
student when you arrive at this school.
Never stop working and learn as much as
you can. "
Ms. Corinne Price was and continues to
be a fundamental pillar in the educational
field, a model of inspiration, and
motivation for this school. She
supervised this school in the period of
1971 - 2008; 37 years of service which
was not easy, but nevertheless has had
extraordinary results. She also served as
a teacher of a class and built up the
program for adults with disabilities.
Then she became their coordinator and
then director of the school when that job
was opened.
This building was built during her
directorship here. All the staff worked on
the design and the search for funds for
the construction because there was no
state funding. This school has always
been in the entire community. When she
retired they had 51 locations, 22,000
students and 200 staff workers among
teachers and employees. In addition to
having a large budget of 7.5 million
dollars until June 2008, when she retired.
However in September of that same year

Wall Street broke down and the budget
went away and had to start again.
One of the main concerns of the school
committee and of her as director was
always in the funds. One large expense
was rent because
the school had
classes in many
different locations
and the school
was
large.
Although income
was going up at
that time, it could
not always be
maintained at that level. For that reason
she thought "We need are own home" and
that was one of the reasons why she
started planning the construction of this
building, "I remember meeting with the
staff and talking about if they wanted to
have their own building or stay in the
place where they are; they voted and
decided to have their own building ", Ms.
Corinne mentioned. For 5 years they
worked to achieve it and they moved in
August of 1990 in just one weekend,
which was very little time to have
everything in order. But seeing the faces
of the students when they crossed the
door and mentioned "Oh, this is
beautiful!" was the biggest prize.
Other big challenges at this school were
keeping the programs in existence, being
attractive, innovative and fun for
students to attend, inasmuch as their
attendance at this school is voluntary.

Ms. Corinne always told the teachers to
not worry about her, but worry about their
students because they are their bosses
because if they did not have students in
their classrooms, they would not have
jobs.
At the same time, the best part of having
participated in the evolution of this
building was working with the staff and
the students and having seen the
community work together to move here,
Ms. Corinne Price stated. An important
aspect of her way of working was to
always have an open door policy. If
anybody had a problem, they were
always welcome to talk to her about it.
She also commented that the reason
they were successful was because most
of the staff members always sat at the
table when the new decisions were made
or something happened.
She, like most of us, is an immigrant in
this country, who worked hard to achieve
her goals and to date continues her
education in various areas that are of
interest to her. One great piece of advice
that Ms. Corinne gives us the student
community of this school is: "Never give
up, never stop working and learn as much
as possible”. Always keep your mind
open to learn and work no matter what
your goal is; You have to go for it.
A very important aspect of Ms. Corinne is
to see in her face the emotion that is
expressed in her when talking about the
the teamwork between her and all of her

staff and how she motivated others to
achieve what they wanted.
No matter what your past was, working
until you reach your goals is what is
important. The best gift you can give her
and your teachers is to shake their hands
the day of your graduation because that
means they did their job and now you are
ready to move on.
By Laura Cardenas

“When I was the director of this school,
it was the best school in California.

Tony Royal
Salinas Adult School Director 1970s

When Corinne was the director, it was
the best school in the world”

SALINAS ADULT HISTORY
OUR BUILDING

The quality of education must be a
reflection of teachers, staff, and students
inside of the school outward to the
community.
That's why the Salinas Adult School was
created in 1918 with the purpose of
serving our Salinas community. Over the
years the school's traditional role has
expanded to satisfy the needs of senior
citizens,
the
culturally, physically,
emotionally,
developmentally
handicapped, students without high
school education, parents and their
preschoolers, and the limited and
non-English speakers.
A central campus appeared necessary to
provide educational services to such a
diverse group.
It would also allow
students to improve in themselves by

learning to effectively and sensitively
interact with people of many cultures and
lifestyles.

Also, the Salinas Union High School
District and staff of the adult school
proposed a school building that would
improve the quality of classroom spaces
and make a positive change for the
Salinas adult community. All this in order
to turn this campus into a strategic point
of education.

However, this change would not be
achieved overnight. This evolution took
several years of planning for its
development and execution. For many
years, the Salinas Adult School looked
for a space large enough for all of the
programs offered to the community and a
place for some new ones too. It was not
easy for the committee in charge of this
project to fulfill all the necessary
requirements to start the construction,
especially without sufficient funds or
land.
The Salinas Adult Education Center was
planned to be divided into the following
areas:
a. Creative
Living
Center
for
programs for older adults, the
disabled, and classes in home
economics

b. Adult Learning Center with
classes in adult basic education,
high school diploma, General
Education Development (G.E.D.),
and vocational education
c. The Language Center for E.S.L
(English as a Second Language)
and H.I.L.T. (High Intensity
Language Training) in Spanish
d. The Parent Education Center
housing childbirth and parent
education courses, health and
safety, and a child care center
e. The
Administration
offices
including a multi-use room, testing
center, staff lounge, and teachers’
resource center.

Salinas
Adult
School
100th
Anniversary Logo & Slogan Contest

This contest was open to current and
former students and staff. The winner
of the contest was Alan McEwen a
teacher from 2002-2011 with his
design and logo “100 Years of
Growing Lives” which will be our
newsletter masthead for the year.
We hope that you saw all of the logos
and slogans displayed at our 100th
anniversary celebration, but in case
you missed the event, we will also
feature one of the logos and slogans
each month in our newsletter.
This month we feature student Rosa
Rocha’s design. We thank her for
participating in the contest.

With these courses, the school proposed
to satisfy the needs and expectations of
our students and community so that they
could have a better educational level,
greater quality of life and why not, a
better income. In addition, it was a way to
integrate our entire community.
By Laura Cardenas

JAMES HAGE
A HERO OF ADULT EDUCATION

different. It was hard for the students to
keep studying because of their long
hours of work every day. Some others
didn’t have their own transportation.
As Mr. Hage expressed it, attending adult
education was very difficult during those
times because there were obstacles all
around the students’ lives; however he
encouraged them to keep studying
English.

Mr. Hage was working as a social worker
in 1969 at Natividad Hospital here in
Salinas. He worked with the welfare
program for Monterey County.
Although he never worked at the adult
school, he did a great job recruiting
students for the school because people
wanted the social services, but they
didn’t always get all of the benefits that
they needed because they didn’t always
understand what was available to them
because their English was too low. He
gave people more than benefits as he
encouraged them to be incorporated into
the adult school to learn English. This
allowed more people to be served.
Mr. Hage helped people to enter ESL
night classes. Some of them also took
citizenship and passed their tests
becoming U.S. citizens and they had
great benefits and opportunities. You
make think that this was an easy first
step and final result, but the reality was

Later Mr. Hage went to Fresno, CA and
continued doing the same great work
with the people and many of them started
to study English in day classes.
In the present, Mr. Hage expresses that
he has a really good feeling to have been
part of adult education and his favorite
part is seeing how the people improved
their lives. He is happy for the resources
that the students have at this time and he
continues encouraging us to keep going,
don’t stop for any difficulty that comes.
To
end, Mr.Hage reiterated his
happiness to be a guest at the 100th
anniversary celebration of our school and
can see a lot of people that together
make adult education successful.
By Flor Lopez

Education is the Key to Success

Salinas Adult School
Improves Our Lives

I would like to share some of their motivating
quotes.

For 100 years the Salinas Adult School has
helped and continues to help students to get
their purpose or goals. This school offers
different opportunities to those adults who,
due to circumstances, could not finish their
studies as children and now feel ready to
continue learning and reach their goals.
The Salinas Adult School helps students in
many ways, but above all offers a great
opportunity for those who are learning or
improving their English. I interviewed some
students who attend English class at
different levels, and every single student said
that this school has improved their life in
many ways.
They agree that they feel more independent,
do not need someone else to interpret for
them or to use a translator continuously to do
the things of daily life like going to the store,
the bank, or visiting the doctor. They feel
more secure and comfortable when they
speak with other people and they no longer
feel ashamed to communicate in English.
Our school gives us the opportunity to
continue learning English in different ways
and also to improve our self-esteem because
now we are able to do many things that we
could not do before or we did not dare to do
for shame.
I would like to thank all the students who
participated in the interviews and helped me
write this article.

By Maria Martin

Student Success
Alberto Antonio Reyes
Alberto Reyes came to the Salinas Adult
School to get his GED. He had a lot of
help from the school. He reinforced his
learning and academic skills, and
prepared for college. The school opened
its doors for him. And now he wants to
give back some of what he received by
helping his peers whom he considers his
brothers and sisters from the Salinas
Adult School.
He only has one year left in Hartnell
College and he is going to transfer to
Monterey Bay to get his MBA in
business. He likes to talk with people to
motivate them to never stop. He is an
example that if you want to do something
you can do it. Even when he was
paralyzed, not having movement in his
legs, and had two upper disc implants,
two lower disc implants, and a titanium
shoulder built and the doctor told him that
he would be unable to walk again, he
never gave up!.
He thinks that the qualities to be
successful are respect, treat others the
way that you want to be treated, give
equal opportunities

because everybody deserves to succeed
in life. He believes that if you help those
in need and open the doors for many
people, every door will be open for you
as well.
His challenge now is to become a CEO
in a major corporation. He wants to make
changes about the way employees are
treated. He wants a better work
environment and show employees that
their hard work is appreciated and
recognized to keep them motivated.
He recommends to everyone: “Go to
college, never stop, never limit yourself
because when you start limiting yourself,
you will slow yourself down. Always be
open-minded. It may be hard, but once
you get there it’s going to be easy
because you are going to have the help
to get to the next step to finish your goal”.
By Blanca Anaya

Our Students, Our Programs

The First 100 Years

Throughout the history of our school,
students have come from over 64 nations to
study a wide variety of programs with us.

The Salinas Adult School has been part
of meeting the needs of the people and
improving our valley for 100 years.
In 1918, when the school began, the
school provided post-war education for
soldiers with evening school so that they
could work to support their families
during the day and improve themselves
and their futures at night.
The school continued to expand courses
for job training, formal schooling, and
leisure activities.

Blueprint reading, hatmaking, orchestra, bird
study, weight loss by mail, country line
dancing, CNA, tutor training, fish canning,
business English, public health, bugle corp,
citizenship, quilting, radio, parents as
teachers, American Sign language, high
school diploma, welding, English as a
second language, penmanship, Microsoft
suite,
Danish folk
dancing,
art, rapid
calculation,
green
gardening,
aviation,
basketball,
Japanese,
Spanish literacy, pronunciation, public
speaking, psychology, English through
videos, rehabilitation exercise, and poultry
care...to name a few of our courses.

During the Great Depression the school
offered citizenship classes
(Americanization) to the many people
who migrated to the area to seek work.
The school helped prepare students for
service in World War II and wartime
production offering classes such as
vegetable and fish packing and
around-the-clock welding to meet the
demands of the war. This helped to grow
the agriculture industry in our area.
After the war, the Salinas Adult School
began teaching classes at both the
hospital and the prison.
In the 70s, the English on Wheels
program took videos into the community
for students to use these life-skill themed
conversations for learning English and
becoming active in the community.

The school was also meeting the needs of
the disabled through classes specially
designed for them. This later expanded
to include a physical rehabilitation
program (REAP) for people affected by

medically-related disability caused by
conditions such as stroke and heart
disease.
In the 1980s the school experienced
growth in both the number of students
being served and in the types of
programs and courses offered. Because
of this, under the direction of Corinne
Price, the staff voted for the
construction of a building for the adult
school which opened in 1990.
This building became the home of the
Salinas Adult School allowing the school
to continue expanding programs to meet
the needs of the community. Some of
these programs included teacher
training helping to staff not only this
school but many others in the area;
computer courses for the new Microsoft
Office Suite; and foreign language
training (HILT) to help students become
proficient especially in Spanish to have
better opportunities in the workplace.
The 90s also brought legislative changes.
Welfare recipients were required to look
for work or study. The school responded
by hiring advising staff for these

students, expanding ESL class hours
(Intensive classes) running six
hours/day, and creating a tutoring
program to teach students in their
homes if they couldn’t leave home to
study at one of our many class sites.
Another change allowed thousands of
adults in our area to apply for
citizenship. The school offered classes
mornings, afternoons, and
evenings to keep up with the
demand and gave
application workshops on
Saturdays too.
Having a home gave staff and students
opportunities to know people from other
departments and to take a wider variety
of classes. It showed too how “family
members” could supply each other’s
needs. CUDLES was born to care for the
student’s children; the developmentally
challenged adults learned to cook and
provided the food for the Cafe Centrale;
high school diploma students and senior
citizens volunteered in
many areas; tutors
helped with the
academics; and the art
students decorated the
halls.
The school became more visible to the
community too and this helped the
school to increase partnerships with the
school district and other agencies to
meet even more needs. From this
potential district employees were

trained; high school students behind in
credits were helped to graduate with
their classes; our regional testing center
began; Families in Control gave families
tools to become stronger and kept them
together; Workplace ESL and Spanish
facilitated communication between
workers and supervisors in some of the
area’s largest companies increasing
worker retention and safety; ESL and
GED were incorporated into training for
other agencies; and agencies worked
together for grants expanding programs
further.
When the century changed, it was
evident that more space was needed.
Teacher Cora Thayer worked tirelessly
lobbying the school board and working
for a bond measure for more buildings.
In 2004, the Cora Thayer Health
Occupations Center (where the
CNA program moved)
and the Village were
opened. The Village
became home to the
Toy Lending Library
that housed hundreds of quality
educational toys for parents to borrow
for their kids to enjoy. The Parents as
Teachers program which offered
in-home guidance to parents answering
their questions and helping them to be
better parents now had a place for their
staff and materials.
2008 was a year of both highs and lows.
At one point in the year the school had

200 staff members and 22,000 students
in 51 locations and was growing, but by
year’s end the school was drastically
reduced when the nation’s economy
crashed and the school’s funding was
cut. Even so, core classes in English and
basic skills were offered to help adults
who had lost their jobs to improve their
skills.
Once the economy improved and the
state agreed on a way to fund adult
schools, the Salinas Adult School began
to grow again. The school’s new focus is
to prepare students for their personal,
family, academic, and employment
goals.
In 2016, two new classrooms were
constructed and a College and Career
Center added to the campus. Currently
the school offers classes to over 3,000
students.

Calendar 2018

Community Service Opportunities
Volunteer Day
Thursdays
9 AM-4:30 PM
Help Fort Ord National Monument and
earn community service hours. You can
collect data on sheep and goats, do

salamander research, pick weeds, collect
native plant seeds, or work on habitat
restoration among other projects. Follow
the BLM signs on Lightfighter to the site.
Heart & Sole Race
Saturday, May 19
Memorial Hospital
10K run and 5K walk to raise money for
hospital programs. Call 759-1890.

April & May
Salinas Adult School
Paraprofessional Test
Monday, April 23
1-3:30 PM
Monday, May 7
1-3:30 PM
Monday, May 21
1-3:30 PM
Test to become a teacher’s assistant.
Salinas Adult School. Register in
advance.
Graduation Meetings
Monday, April 23 1-2 PM Rm. A-5
Tuesday, April 24 6-7 PM Rm. M-1
Monday, May 7 1-2 PM Rm. A-5
Tuesday, May 8 6-7 PM Rm. M-1
Monday, May 14 1-2 PM Rm. A-5
Tuesday, May 15 6-7 PM Rm. M-1
Congratulations on completion of your
requirements for graduation. Come to one of
these meetings to get information on how
you can graduate in our ceremony.
Felicitaciones por
completar
sus
requisitos para la
graduación. Ven a

una de estas reuniones para obtener
información sobre cómo puede graduarse en
nuestra ceremonia.

Clases de Parto
Martes el 1 de mayo 6-9PM
$50 o $25 con tarjeta de MediCal.
Inscripciones en el Welcome Center en
anticipación.

Memorial Day Holiday
Monday, May 28
No School
First Day of Summer School
Tuesday, May 29 9AM-12PM
Classes to be announced later.

Courses, Training & Careers
Food Handling Course & Exam
Saturday, April 21 9AM-3PM
Castroville Elementary School
To register for this class and exam, contact
Maximina at 633-3343 or
maximina_cortez@nmcusd.org . North
Monterey County Adult Education.

Community Job Fair
Wednesday, April 25 9AM-12PM
Monterey Conference Center
Over 100 employers will offer jobs and
job-related information at this event.
Resume help is also available.

Dia de Empresario Latino
Sunday, April 29 8:30-4:30
Sherwood Hall
Como crear y administrar una pequeña
empresa. $15 incluye la conferencia,
desayuno y almuerzo.
How to create and run a small business.
Conference in Spanish translated into
English. $15 includes the conference,
breakfast and lunch.
Introduction to Dental Careers
Friday, May 18
10:30AM-12:30PM
$20 at ROP. This is the
introduction course for the
year-long dental program
which begins in the fall.
Cost is $1,200/semester. Call 759-1890
for information.
CPR/AED & First Aid Classes
Wednesday, May 19 8AM-12PM
Wednesday, May 19 1-4PM
$75 at Memorial Hospital for
CPR/AED and an additional
$35 for First Aid. Call
759-1890 for registration.
Introduction to CNA
Tuesday, May 22
10:30AM-1PM
$20 at ROP. This is the
introduction course for
the CNA program which
begins in the fall. Cost is $1,200. Call
759-1890 for information.

Community Activities
Summer Activities Expo
Tuesday, April 24 6-8 PM
Sherwood Hall
Learn about what youth activities Salinas
will have during the summer and sign up.
Velveteen Rabbit Play
April 27 & 28
Friday 7 PM
Saturday 2PM & 7PM
Ariel Theater 320 Main
St.
Story of a toy rabbit who
comes to life because of the love of a
family.
$9 Children/$11Students/$13 Adults
Asian Festival
Saturday, April 28 11AM-4PM
Salinas Chinatown
Free historic tours, displays, music and
entertainment. Food available for
purchase.
First Friday
Friday, May 4 5-8PM
Walk along Main St. in Oldtown and
enjoy music and art.
California Indian Market
Sat.,Sun. May 5 & 6 10 AM-7 PM
The Alameda & Hwy 156 E
San Juan Bautista

Native American and western arts, Indian
foods and dance. $1 donation.

Take It Outside
Sunday, May 6 7AM-2PM
Natividad Creek Park
Free activities to get your family outside to
exercise.
Farmer’s Markets in Salinas
All markets active starting May 16
Wednesdays 11 AM-3:30 PM
Natividad Medical Center
Fridays 1:30-5:30 PM
Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital
Saturdays 9 AM-2 PM
Oldtown Salinas--Gabilan St. between
Salinas and Main Streets
Produce, flowers, food, activities, and
programs to help pay for the food

Relay for Life
Friday & Saturday, May 18-19
6PM-12PM
Salinas Sports Complex
Event and fundraiser to end cancer and
educate the community about the disease.
Tributes to those who are fighting cancer
and to those who have lost their lives in the
fight.

Memorial Day
Monday, May 28
Enjoy the day off. Take time with those
who are important to you.

100th Anniversary Celebration
IMPRESSIONS OF THE SALINAS
ADULT SCHOOL’S CELEBRATION
April 12, 2018 was a special day because
Salinas Adult School celebrated its 100th
anniversary.
My two children and I were at the Salinas
Adult School to participate with them for
this big achievement. Many people were
involved in this celebration. Some people
helped with decorations other people
brought snacks and drinks.
I also had the opportunity to ask some
questions about what the impression is, and
teacher Cristina Cabrera told me that she
has been working here for about 15 years.
She said that the environment is friendly.
She also told me that she felt happy of to be
part of this successful celebration. This
school has 100 years helping the community.
I also talked with Maria Elena Cruz she is
taking classes to accomplish her GED. She
thinks that the city of Salinas must be proud
to have this kind of school.
Francisca is another student. She is a new
student of ESL. She started to study English
two weeks ago, but she said that she is very
motivated to start learning English.
Finally my children and I enjoyed being
here too. I wish that Salinas Adult School can
be continue helping to the community for
many more years.

BY OLGA MANZO
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